
ECOLOGY AND THE HUMAN SPIRT -- A WORLD MARSHALL PLAN PROPOSED 

BY THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE U.S.A., AL GORE 

 

In his book, Earth In The Balance: An Ecology Of The Human Spirit (3), Al Gore writes: 

"We must restore a balance within ourselves between who we are and what we are doing. Each of us must take 

a greater personal responsibility for this deteriorating global environment each of us must take a hard look at the 

habits of mind and action that reflect -- and have led to -- this grave crisis."  

This exquisite book shows how the natural systems of earth are similar to, and affected by, all facets of the 

human being: the physical, spiritual, thinking, feeling and action levels. Using metaphors such as "the skin of 

the earth" for the atmosphere and the "breath of the Buddha" to show how the air connects all things past and 

present, this book first tracks Gore's own development as an environmentalist, illustrates the all pervasiveness 

of ecological problems, and describes the grave danger, due to human activity, which threaten natural systems.  

These problems have escalated, because human beings have lost the ability to perceive clearly. and because the 

political system transforms political candidates into actors and television personalities.  

Our perception is cluttered by the amount of information through which we see our environment: 

"The more information we consumed, the more our mental lives were dominated by direct experience with 

information representing the world rather than direct experience of the world itself." (page 199) 

Later he mentions the Heisenberg Principle: "the very act of observing a natural phenomenon can change what 

is being observed."  

He continues,  

"The detached observer feels free to engage in a range of experiments and manipulations that might never 

spring to mind except for the intellectual separation. In the final analysis, all discussions of morality and ethics 

in science are practically pointless as long as the world of the intellect is assumed to be separate from the 

physical world." (page 253) 

He quotes Richard Cartwright Austin, a Presbyterian minister working among the poor in Appalachia:  

"From the biblical point of view, nature is only safe from pollution and brought into a secure moral relationship 

when it is united with people who love it and care for it." 

The World Marshall Plan suggested by Gore focuses on five areas: 

1. the stabilizing of world population; 

2. a rapid creation and development of environmentally appropriate technologies; 

3. a comprehensive and ubiquitous change in the economic "rules of the road" by which we measure the 

impact of our decisions on the environment; 

4. the negotiation and approval of a new generation of international agreements; 



5. the establishment of a cooperative plan for educating the world's citizens about our global environment. 

Let us look at each of these separately and discuss each point, as Gore mentions it. 

I. Stabilizing World Population 

Gore suggests the following three points: 

1. “Allocate resources to fund carefully targeted functional literacy programs keyed to every society where 

the demographic transition has yet to occur.” 

He suggests that though the emphasis should be on women, men should also be included and that this basic 

literacy campaign should be coupled with simple techniques in sustainable agriculture. 

2. Develop effective programs to reduce infant mortality and ensure the survival and excellent health of 

children; 

3. Ensure that birth control devices and techniques are made ubiquitously available along with culturally 

appropriate instruction." 

Discussion: 

United Nations reports show how literacy and higher standards of living, especially among women tends to lead 

to a decrease in birth rates. In this respect, UNESCOs Literacy Campaign "For All By The Year 2000" 

especially supported Gore's first recommendation. 

Under the Supplementary Economy, education is geared deeply to nourish the individual's deepest needs for 

development and this fulfillment, coupled with a better standard of living would help both to bring down birth 

rates and to diminish the need for large families to ensure a form of social security.  

Gore's suggestion to improve environmental education would be very helpful: the provision of seeds and farm 

implements, for instance, could be supplied with education, so as to put them to maximum use.  

Gore targets populations, the Supplementary Economy makes the above options available, but leaves the choice 

to the individual. 

If development workers under the Supplementary Economy could be specially trained in ways of controlling 

population growth, without imposing population policies in regions where they might be culturally resented, the 

Supplementary Economy could expand its effectiveness in line with Gore's suggestions. 

II. Developing And Sharing Appropriate Technologies 

Gore suggests the worldwide development of a Strategic Environment Initiative (SEI), 

"a program that would discourage and phase out these older, inappropriate technologies and at the same time 

develop and disseminate a new generation of sophisticated and environmentally benign substitutes. As soon as 

possible, the SEI should be the subject of intensive international discussions, first among the industrial nations 

and then between them and the developing world. The initiative should include, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Tax incentives for the new technologies and disincentives for the old. 



Discussion 

This would be an important measure to speed up change in the traditional economy. It would moreover help 

citizens in the Supplementary Economy to distinguish harmful from benign technologies when deciding which 

should and should not be made available for purchase by supplementary incomes. 

If, on the other hand, industry were to obstruct the measures suggested by Gore's Plan, the Supplementary 

Economy could be used to gradually erode their resistance, with its incentives to refocus on environmentally 

friendly goods and services. 

III. Research and Development funding for new technologies and prospective bans on the old ones. 

Discussion 

This measure that Gore proposes for the regular economy is precisely what is envisaged under the 

Supplementary Economy, except that in the latter citizens would impose the ban on themselves, while providing 

the markets for new environmentally friendly products. On this point Gore's Marshall Plan and the 

Supplementary Economy work hand in hand and reinforce each other. 

IV. Government purchasing programs for early marketable versions of the new; and 

V. The promise of large profits in a market certain to emerge as older technologies are phased out. 

Discussion 

Here, too, Gore is talking about Governments taking the initiative, while the Supplementary Economy sees 

citizens as imposing the limitations on themselves. Both Plans function similarly but in different contexts and 

reinforce one another. 

VI. The establishment of rigorous and sophisticated technology assessment procedures, paying close 

attention to all of the costs and benefits -- both monetary and ecological -- of the new proposed substitute 

technologies;  

and 

VII. The establishment of a network of training centers around the world, thus creating a core of 

environmentally educated planners and technicians and ensuring that the developing nations will be 

ready to accept environmentally attractive technologies and practices...  

Discussion 

Both VI and VII would greatly accelerate the Supplementary Economy's impact. On the other hand, both 

establishments would quite possibly eventually emerge spontaneously under the Supplementary Economy.  

VIII. The imposition of export controls in developed countries that assess the ecological effect of a 

technology... 

IX. Significant improvements in the current patchwork of laws, especially in those countries that now 

effectively fail to safeguard the rights of inventors and developers of new technology... 

and 



X. Better protection for patents and copyrights, improved licensing agreements, joint ventures, 

franchises, distributorships, and a variety of similar legal concepts. 

Discussion 

The last three points would lead to a greater effectiveness of the Supplementary Economy, since they would 

bolster citizens' awareness of dangers inherent in certain technologies and encourage citizens to develop new 

environmentally friendly products.  

The Supplementary Economy would strengthen the effect of these moves and provide both markets and income 

to encourage environmentally friendly production. 

A New Global Eco-Nomics 

Gore suggests a meeting of World Leaders and their ministers for economic affairs to discuss the following 

points: 

1. The definition of GNP should be changed to include environmental costs and benefits. 

2. The definition of productivity should be changed to reflect calculations of environmental improvement 

or decline. 

3. Governments should agree to eliminate the use of unappropriated discount rates and adopt better ways to 

quantify the effects of our decisions on future generations. 

4. Governments should eliminate public expenditure that subsidizes and encourages environmentally 

destructive activities. 

5. Governments should improve the amount and accuracy of information on the environmental impact of 

products and provide it to consumers. 

6. Governments should encourage full disclosure of companies' responsibility for environmental damage. 

7. Governments should assist companies in the study of the costs and benefits of environmental efficiency. 

8. Nations should revise their antitrust laws to take environmental harm into consideration. 

9. In treaties and international agreements, including trade agreements, governments should require the 

incorporation of standards to protect the environment. 

10. Criteria used by international finance institutions for the evaluation of all proposed grants of 

development funds should include environmental concerns. 

11. Governments should make accelerated use of debt for nature swaps to encourage environmental 

stewardship in return for debt relief. 

12. Governments should develop an international treaty establishing limits on CO2 emissions by country 

and a market for the trading of emission rights among countries that need more and countries that have 

an excess amount. 

Discussion 



These suggestions provide a powerful support for the Supplementary Economy, which encourages initiatives for 

change to come predominantly from the grassroots. Governments have the advantage that they can accelerate 

change by imposing laws and standards. The Supplementary Economy allows change to become integrated, 

because it encourages it to come voluntarily from within each citizen. 

A Global Environmental Consensus 

Gore suggests that we seek 

"fundamental changes in how we gather information about what is happening to the environment and to 

organize a worldwide education program to promote a more complete understanding of the crisis. In the process 

we should actively search for ways to prompt a new way of thinking about the current relationship between 

human civilization and the earth.. 

"…the information should be collected as quickly as possible and second it should --wherever feasible -- be 

collected in a manner that facilitates public education and fosters a greater understanding of what the new 

information means... 

"…use schoolteachers and their students to monitor the entire earth daily or at least those portions of the land 

area that can be covered by the participating nations...just as hospital emergency rooms monitor the vital signs 

of patients receiving intensive care.. 

Finally, he points out that 

"Under capitalism, for example people [are] free to buy and sell products or services according to their 

individual calculations of the costs and benefits of each choice... 

"Similarly representative democracy operates on the still revolutionary assumption that the best way for a nation 

to make political decisions about its future is to empower all of its citizens to process political information 

relevant to their lives and express their conclusions in free speech designed to persuade others and in 'votes'.. to 

produce aggregate guidance for the system as a whole. 

Discussion 

As we saw when his World Marshall Plan was first introduced, Gore points out that there are a number of 

problems with human perception that cloud their ability to act effectively: 

1. An overload of information that has not been adequately processed, which causes: 

2. A sense of separation from the surroundings; and 

3. Our failure to protect nature from pollution and bring it into a secure moral relationship with human 

beings, through our love.  

In this section, he suggests that children should learn to open themselves to nature, as if she were a patient. 

What a lovely metaphor and what a creative thought! 

The Supplementary Economy suggests that people open themselves and become vulnerable to their world by 

"discovering and then following the spark of their own development". Psychologically this process helps us 

both to open ourselves to feel empathy, and intuitively to refind our individual paths in the greater scheme, "in 



place" and "in sync". From this position in life, one does not function primarily through improperly digested, 

cluttered thoughts. One is being guided by intuition which made us an integral part of the greater whole.  

Gore sees the need for accurate information and suggests that this can best be disseminated among people so 

that these can then process it and use it and so influence the course of their government. This is reminiscent of 

the small discussion groups, suggested in the Supplementary Economy. 

In Summary 

The five Marshall Plans each have unique contributions to make.  

The Marshall Plans for Europe and for Europe and Africa illustrate how quite different regions can inspire one 

another's development. 

Sabet's Marshall Plan focuses on the world economy. Its solution consists of setting standards in the most 

diverse areas. The means to achieve these standards is by widespread discussion. 

The Wicke/Hucke Plan discusses very specific environmental actions to deal with global problems and with 

unemployment in great depth. A tax on fossil fuels is suggested both to curb their use and to finance changes 

required for sustainable development: These suggestions would benefit all the other Plans. The suggestion of 

the tax is encompassed in Gore's suggestion of tax incentives and disincentives and full life cycle costing. 

Gore's Plan covers a wider field than the Wicke/Hucke Plan but does not go into such detail on any of the 

problems. On the other hand, it suggests a great diversity of measures which touch on all facets of human 

activity. 

The Supplementary Economy has a number of contributions to make:  

• It explores human development as we find our way back to our rightful place in the natural scheme;  

• It creates funding without detracting from any other endeavor—an increase in the number of financial 

resources available, as opposed to a redistribution of existing ones; 

• The Supplementary Economy supports win/win/win solutions that minimize opposition. It does not 

require people to “give up” anything, it helps them to redirect their activities in more environmentally 

friendly ways which are moreover more meaningful to them individually; 

• By increasing people’s well-being and fostering global responsibility, world security is increased; 

• The Covenants of Human Rights become a reality in every person’s life through the very 

implementation of the Plan.  

• Equality between people is fostered and the enmity between men and women is decreased; 

• The people decide together what will be produced in the supplementary economy; 

• The supplementary economy helps humanity to make the transition to a global community and provides 

an infrastructure that enables the resolution of the myriad world problems that beset our lives today. 
 


