
HAFEZ SABET'S BOOK, DEBT/FAULT OF THE NORTH 

Sabet in his book Schuld des Nordens. Der 50-Billionen-Coup (Guilt/Debt of the North. The 50-Billion Coup) 

(1) sees a world Marshall plan as a remedy for the problems of debtor countries. He outlines how this crisis was 

created by the "rich" countries and the power elite all over the world through colonialism, the oil crisis, increase 

in interest rates, decrease in the price of natural resources, as well as through corruption, brain-drain and capital 

flight from poor to rich, and much more. He points out that these problems, largely created by the rich and 

powerful, are now, through a boomerang affect, revisiting those groups which were largely responsible. These 

problems require their active participation if they are to be resolved. 

Let us look at some of Sabet's suggestions. 

A Plan, Born of a One-world Consciousness, That "Stills Spiritual And Mental Hunger" 

His Marshall Plan does not function according to old power structures, but is born of a "one world 

consciousness" He points out that if we do not still our "spiritual and mental hunger" in other ways than through 

a desire for material fulfillment the south will not be able to survive.  

The Supplementary Economy approaches these points in much the same way Sabet suggests, namely through 

discussion: first between development workers and individuals and then between individuals in the small 

discussion groups. In addition, the Supplementary Economy also provides the individual counseling and 

financial means to "still the spiritual and mental" -- and emotional-- hunger through a supplementary income for 

each individual. 

A World Parliament 

He calls for a world parliament that can legislate change in areas that are beyond the sphere of influence of 

national governments. He points to the existing fears for a world order and suggests that the next years be spent 

in the discussion of new values, structures, goals and institutions. 

The discussion groups in the Supplementary Economy are not a parliament in the usual meaning of the world. 

They encourage the involvement of all citizens in decisions on products that can harm them. Yet they are only 

in a position to ban these products from the Supplementary Economy. 

On the other hand, the Global Decision-Making Network, that is used to introduce the Plan to governments 

introduces a new dimension to democracy. Instead of allowing citizens simply to vote for or against, they 

permit consultation between citizens and governments. Increasing numbers of citizens are becoming familiar 

with this type of democracy used by their NGOs and other organizations where decisions are taking using 

consensus and/or sociocratic methods.  

These forms of decision making are preferable to democracy which almost always has winners and losers. 

Sociocratic decision-making aims at win/win/win decisions which are actively supported by all concerned. 

South/South Trade  

Sabet emphasizes that the form development takes should be determined by those involved and not be imposed 

from outside. He points out the advantages of south/south commercial links. 

In the Supplementary Economy, decisions are made by the grass roots, the subject discussed in the small groups 

being goods and services that can be purchased.  



It is likely that producers of goods needed in poor areas will use their supplementary incomes to start up 

relevant businesses there. 

Where possible, preference is given in choosing products to goods manufactured in the immediate vicinity, so 

as to encourage South/South trade. 

A World Currency 

Sabet calls for the introduction of a world currency and a world language.  

Both plans suggest the use of an international currency. 

Here the Supplementary Economy complements Sabet's Plan by providing a means of generating extra income. 

A World Language 

Sabet suggests a world language, which indeed would be a great support to the Supplementary Economy. It 

would be extremely useful if the learning of Esperanto, for instance, would be encouraged in the Supplementary 

Economy. Today text translation services are provided worldwide via the Internet and are improving all the 

time.  

To Conclude: 

Sabet's Plan makes an invaluable contribution to the Supplementary Economy by suggesting an international 

language. The Supplementary Economy suggests financial and other structures which could be used to realize 

Sabet's Plan. 
 


