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The "Ecological Marshall Plan" or Der Oekologische Marshall plan (2), as it is called in German, gives a 

detailed analysis of how human actions have led to the destruction of the tropical rain forests, the depletion of 

the ozone layer, global warming, the pollution of seas and drinking waters, and soil degradation. 

This work limits itself to the description of these specific problems and suggestions for their resolution. Thereby 

it is able to discuss each problem in some depth. 

This helps to pinpoint the contribution of both rich and poor to the cause of the problems and the repercussions 

they have on the planet as a whole. Thus the reader is MOTIVATED to see the need to act. 

The authors place these carefully delineated problems into a much larger context, such as poverty, 

overpopulation, need for land reform and debt reduction, and so on, thus showing the issues in their complexity. 

They outline several contexts in which action is necessary:  

1. in about 66 "developing” countries (poorer countries, mostly situated in the Southern Hemisphere.); 

2. in the relationship between Western and Eastern Europe;  

3. in a global context. 

For each area they provide an action plan. 

In the context of the tropical rain forests, for instance, (on which half the book focuses), developing countries 

with tropical rain forests should have been given U.S. $800 thousand million, in increasing increments, between 

1989 and 2009 to enable them to follow the Tropical Forest Action Plan, issued by the Food and Agricultural 

Organization (FAO) in conjunction with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World 

Resource Institute (WRI). This plan focuses specifically on the sustainable management of forests. 

Recognizing that this plan is too narrow to encompass the roots of the problems, like poverty, Wicke and Hucke 

suggest that it be combined with massive reforestation projects which would do much to overcome 

unemployment and poverty in the area while improving people's education and regenerating the environment. 

Funds would be generated by a tax on fossil fuels. (The incentives built into the Ecological Plan would 

complement Sierra Club Dan King's idea of an Oxygen Sink Rebate, i.e. a rebate for countries with large woods 

that provide the world with oxygen.).  

This tax would generate a great deal of money for a World Marshall Plan Fund, administered by the U.N.'s 

International Development Agency (IDA). Monies could be used among other things: 

-- to deal with the environmental problems under discussion and the development of renewable energy 

resources within industrialized countries (they suggest also nuclear energy);  

-- for environmental regeneration in Eastern Europe; and 

-- for the implementation of the Tropical Rain Forest Action Plan in relevant developing countries. 



They suggest that by taxing the substances that cause the problems, a wholesome balance can be recreated in a 

number of fields and that such taxation could be a powerful means to change destructive behaviour. Today, 

many see working with such incentives in an era of the 1% versus the 99% is a way of licensing the very rich to 

get away with ravaging the planet. 

It could complement the Supplementary Economy and help to discourage some use of harmful substances 

through the traditional economy. Thus, people that might have become richer through the Supplementary 

Economy might be tempted to use their traditional incomes to buy cars and energy consuming gadgets. 

The Ecological Marshall Plan complements the Supplementary Economy in a useful way, by providing a series 

of specific measures to combat environmental problems. Such thinking is needed since problems can persist in 

the traditional economy even after the Supplementary Economy has come into being. 

The Ecological Plan takes more of a "stick" than a "carrot" approach. This is extremely important in a world 

where many of us who are the main cause of the problems are the last to experience the consequences. 

One series of nagging questions remain, together with a vivid recollection of the Earth Summit1 negotiations on 

financing (Which took place two years after the writing of this book): Will the Ecological Marshall Plan be 

successful in generating funds through the tax on fossil fuels? When will such a tax be instituted? Will it be 

sufficiently high to bring about the necessary change? And will it be adopted worldwide simultaneously, so as 

to avoid unfair competition between countries with the tax and those without it? For this could undermine the 

measure.  

There are extremely powerful interests that could be opposed to a tax on fossil fuels, including the OPEC 

countries and all whose economic strength depends on their industries. Moreover, the discussions during the 

Earth Summit did not indicate a strong political will to generate funds. All countries carefully considered tax 

incentives and disincentives: yet specific numbers and timetables remained stumbling blocks and practically 

sabotaged the outcome of the Summit. 

Those being asked to pay for the regeneration of the environment will be the people most powerful in 

international decision making and least motivated to change their lifestyles.  

For this reason, the Supplementary Economy's method of generating funds might complement the Ecological 

Marshall Plan.  

The "carrot approach" adopted by the Supplementary Economy would also be a useful complement to the 

Ecological Marshall Plan, by providing business with an incentive to refocus research and development on 

environmentally friendly production. It provides rapidly expanding markets for such products. In the 

Supplementary Economy, there is no point where production has to be limited. Instead, a limiting of 

environmentally unfriendly production goes hand in hand with the increase of environmental friendly 

production. 

 

 

1 The Earth Summit is also known as the UN Conference on the Environment and Development (UNCED), 

held in 1992. 
 


