
MARSHALL PLANS THAT LINK RICH AND POOR REGIONS 

 

The advantage of combining the whole of Europe or Europe and Africa together is that world Marshall plans 

tend to envisaged a flow of know-how and resources from so-called "developed" to so-called "developing" 

countries. By combining these plans with the Supplementary Economy know-how would be able to flow in all 

directions. 

Both rich and poor require development, both have skills and insights to offer each other. Science and 

technology are in demand in the South. And, as the global crisis sharpens, the North will increasingly realize the 

contributions of the South to world thinking, for instance, on how technology can be applied appropriately. 

To give some examples. 

In many parts of Africa ancient building techniques, using local materials, are being discovered. They protect 

against extreme heat and cold without the use of expensive fossil fuels. Such building techniques are certainly 

suitable for parts of Africa where energy is scarce and expensive. They could also be used in wealthier countries 

where energy use is likely to become restricted through taxes and their costs. 

There is a renewed interest in livestock which are indigenous to a region. Those which are from some of the 

desert regions, for instance, do not require imported water or feed, because they are at home in their harsh 

native conditions. Such livestock could be imported to regions with similar conditions. There is great merit in 

reconsidering indigenous plant and animal species and technologies, many of which were abandoned during the 

colonialist and neocolonialist eras. 

In poor regions, the ability has developed to repair products and put them to multiple uses until used up. 

Practices from parts of Africa can teach industrialized throw-away economies forgotten skills, which can solve 

many of today's problems. The sooner these skills are appreciated, the better.  

Development is not necessarily just an issue between rich and poor. Development assistance should also be 

made to flow between rural and industrialized areas, for instance. The sense of community and social 

responsibility that survives in smaller communities can help those living in more impersonal environments to 

overcome feelings of alienation.  

Connecting Europe and Africa in an intermediate form of the Supplementary Economy shows the benefit of 

bringing together diverse cultures and cultures at different levels of industrial development. 

The Supplementary Economy introduces two dimensions, which could complement a "traditional" Marshall 

plan, like the one introduced after the Second World War. They are: 

1. It recognizes that attitude change, needed all over the world, can only come through meeting people's 

deepest needs; 

2. By dealing with the problem as a systemic one, monies can be generated through the Supplementary 

Economy, which rather than redistributing the "financial pie", enlarges it. 

Marshall plans embracing all of Europe and/or Europe and Africa are a valuable contribution to the 

Supplementary Economy, and vice versa. 
 


